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What’s Been Happening at Kelsey? 
Congratulations to all Kelsey teachers who applied for Collaboration 

grants from the School District. Four grants were awarded to our school 

which surpassed all other district schools in value and number. These 

monies are intended to support teams in their own inquiries – in 

understanding one or more areas of curriculum – with a goal to 

developing practices to support student learning here at FKSS. These are 

exciting opportunities for professional development, in and out of the 

school, and they also speak to our school engagement goal.  

 

Under the sponsorship of Mr. van der Linden, for the second year our 

Interact Club is supporting the Soap for Hope campaign together with 

Disaster Aid Canada. By collecting shampoo, conditioner and soap, 

including full or partially full mini-containers from hotels, people in 

shelters are provided with hygiene products which may otherwise be 

discarded. Please consider donating these items to the club’s bin in front 

of counselling. 

 

Students in Mr. Garriock’s Foundations of Math 12 class are studying 

financial mathematics. They begin by learning terms such as simple, fixed 

and compound interest, term, principal, rate of return and compounding 

period. The class is presented with different scenarios around borrowing 

for a car loan and a mortgage. They also cover investments and Canada 

Savings Bonds.  

 

We have an active Indigenous Education (ABED) Department, led by 

Mrs. Van Hell, our Indigenous Support Teacher, and Ms. Amanda Henry, 

our Aboriginal Support Worker. In the fall of 2018, several Indigenous 

students took part in a camping and canoeing trip within the Gulf Islands. 

Other students boarded a UVIC marine research vessel for several days 

of study onboard, in labs and in the classroom. Students have been invited 

to participate in archery exploration and competition in Kamloops and 

RCMP Camp. One student has been nominated for a Métis Youth Role 

Model award and is also applying to travel for two weeks as a “Student 

on Ice” on the Arctic 2019 Expedition. Several Universities and Colleges 
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visited Kelsey recently to describe programs, scholarship and bursary opportunities for Indigenous students. 

 

Our Catalyst students met last month. This group of students are being given the opportunity to draw on 

the experience of Mr. Gasson and Ms. Walker to develop plans of action to accomplish goals that they have 

identified for themselves. As the year progresses, we look forward to seeing what is in store for these 

students. 

 

The English Department is excited to be introducing The Marrow Thieves as a grade-wide novel for students 

enrolled in English 9 with Ms. Lewthwaite and Ms. Steele this semester. This novel by Métis author, Cherie 

Dimaline, was one of the 2018 CBC Canada Reads Selections and is the winner of The Governor General's 

Literary Award, amongst other accolades. 

 

In Mr. Hillyard’s Grade 8 exploratory called Power Technology, students are given theoretical ideas paired 

with skills needed in the technology field. One of the students' favourite projects involves making some 

simple platonic solids (cube, tetrahedron, octahedron, etc.) and lighting them up. They do this by soldering 

three LED lights together in series and connecting them to a 9V battery. The LEDs are quite bright and the 

students like it when they can literally see that they have connected the LEDs correctly. Next, following 

written instructions, they build and colour a shape out of white photocopy paper and glue or tape it together. 

Lastly, the students solder two 10 cm wires to their LEDs, place them inside their 3-d shape and light it up! 

 

The student body and staff were treated to a sneak preview of Ms. Roberts’ production of All Shook Up 

when the drama students performed a flash mob at lunch in the dome last week! The space was boppin’ to 

the fun ‘50’s music from the show while the high-energy cast sang and danced several lively numbers. It’s 

a fun, family musical with familiar songs and it’s not too late to buy tickets (as at the time of writing) which 

are available from the school office. See performance dates in Kelsey Calendar on page 1.  

 

Social Justice 12 with Ms. Young is an exciting new course and is off to a great start! We have been 

exploring current events to examine a wide variety of social justice issues and as a vehicle to explore our 

own values and prejudices. Students have brought their own ideas and interests to the class and will continue 

to use their voice to learn how to be agents for change. 

 

Last week, students from Kelsey had an opportunity to participate in several skills competitions at VIU in 

Nanaimo. All students who participated deserve a big ‘Congratulations’ for representing Kelsey in such an 

exemplary manner, including by winning several medals. Grade 8 students Christopher Merry and Tyler 

Bosence, supported by Dailynn Middlemiss, worked hard to win a silver medal in the Gearbots Robotics 

competition. Grade 9 student Zoe Palfy did a fantastic job and won a silver medal for public speaking. 

Grade 10 student Cole Nessel, supported by Jacob Robilliard, overcame many obstacles to win a silver in 

the Vex V5 Robotics competition. Congratulations also go out to Grade 10 student Zohra Verduin who did 

herself and Kelsey proud in the textiles competition. Way to go Kelsey! 

 

Congratulations to our Concert Band, led by Mr. Evans, and to our choir, directed by Ms. Weckesser, for 

competing at the Cowichan Music Festival. The band enjoyed playing The Great Locomotive Chase and 

Bellingrath Gardens while the choir sang Fa Una Canzona and Bridge Over Troubled Waters. Both groups 

received on stage adjudications and have been invited to one of the galas. Well done!  

 

The Senior Whalers’ hockey team started its season at the end of November and wrapped up by playing 

four games in the Ross Cup Tournament at Kerry Park. Co-coached by Shane Friesen, Brian Nielsen and 

Christa Webb, the boys played 11 games this year against Cowichan Secondary, Shawnigan Lake School 

and Brentwood College. At the Ross Cup, some boys took part in the skills competition, resulting in Wade 

Mason winning the sprint shooting award and Brad Nielsen winning the goalie award. The team had a great  

season, they played hard and had fun.  
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Scholarships and Bursaries  
 

By Kevin van der Linden, Vice-Principal  

 

Are you planning to attend UBC, UVIC, Simon Fraser University, Camosun 

College or Vancouver Island University? Please see your counsellor as soon as 

possible. Don't wait! Applications are being accepted now. Students who enter 

trades programs or a one-year diploma program at VIU or Camosun can also have 

their first year sponsored as long as they begin their programs no later than their 

19th birthday. For more information, please come to the Career Centre.  

 

On January 11, all Grade 12's attended a workshop explaining the Scholarship and Bursary application 

process and teaching students how to prepare an academic resume. Students at Frances Kelsey have access 

to $120,000 in scholarships offered from our community. One of the messages delivered to these students 

is that all Grade 12's should apply for as many of the bursaries as they are eligible because they are not 

based on grades but on other factors. For more information, please refer to fkss.sd79.bc.ca  Students can 

see Mr. van der Linden if they have any questions or queries. All scholarship application packages are due 

to the counselling office by March 8 (the day before Spring Break). Packages will not be accepted after 

this date. 

 

Some Grade 12 students will be doing District Scholarship Presentations on May 15 at Frances Kelsey. An 

information meeting was held on February 26 at lunch in the library for any interested students. If a student 

would like to do a District Scholarship Presentation but missed the information meeting, they should see 

Mr. van der Linden. 

 

More information about District Scholarships can be found at: https://sd79.bc.ca/students/scholarships/ 

districtauthority-scholarship/  Application forms for the following scholarships and bursaries, which have 

deadlines in March and April, are available in the library filing cabinet: 

 Re/Max of Western Canada Quest for Excellence  

 Kwantlen Polytechnic University  

 Coastal Community Credit Union 

Dry Grad 
 

The next meeting of the Dry Grad committee is Tuesday, March 5 at 7:00 pm in the library. We are back 

to our Tuesday schedule for our meetings. For more information contact Nicole at nicole.mcewen@shaw.ca  

 

Frances Kelsey Parents Advisory Council  
 

Please join us at our next meeting on Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 pm in the library. For more information 

contact Alison at 778-350-9305 or alisonjanedixon@shaw.ca  

 

Canucks Autism Network Fundraiser 
 

By Jinder Dhami, Teacher 

 

Did you know that 1 in 66 children in Canada are on the Autism Spectrum? With over 16,000 families 

living with Autism in BC, the need for help is greater than ever. The Canucks Autism Network helps people 

living with Autism enjoy a lifetime of sport and physical activity and provides opportunities to develop 

https://sd79.bc.ca/students/scholarships/%20districtauthority-scholarship/
https://sd79.bc.ca/students/scholarships/%20districtauthority-scholarship/
mailto:nicole.mcewen@shaw.ca
mailto:alisonjanedixon@shaw.ca
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social and communication skills in safe and supportive environments. 

 

Frances Kelsey staff and students can show our support for families and peers on the Autism Spectrum by 

donating to the Canucks Autism Network. How can you help? There are almost 1,000 students at FKSS. 

Our goal is to collect $1,000 (or $1 for every student). Once we reach this goal, we will draw names 

for three prize packages. Every $2 donation gets you a raffle ticket for a Canucks prize package draw. 

Donations are being collected by Mr. Dhami in room 165. With your donation he will give you a raffle 

ticket for the draw. 

 

Prize Package 1: Large Canucks Reebok White Premier Away Jersey ($139.99 value) – see it hanging in 

Mr. Rowan's office window. 

Prize Package 2: Autographed Bo Horvat Picture; 2019 Canucks Calendar 

Prize Package 3: Vancouver Canucks mini-hockey stick; Player Cards; Vancouver Canucks stickers  

  

From Cowichan Valley Youth Services 
 

Cowichan Valley Youth Services (formally COS) is a 

multi-service youth and family support agency for youth 

and their families 13 to 18 years. We offer individual or 

family counselling, outreach, youth wellness drop-in 

groups, a Youth Pride group, parent support, programs in schools, psycho-educational workshops, a youth 

employment program and various support services. We have provided services to the Cowichan Valley for 

45 years! If you or a friend is struggling with feelings of anxiety or depression, family struggles, struggles 

at school, want to talk about sexual health, healthy relationships, or any of the many challenges that come 

along with being a young adult, feel free to give us a call (250) 748-0232. Our services are confidential. 

 

Boys’ Basketball Update 
 

By Mark Reed, Coach 

 

This has been an exciting year for boys’ basketball at FKSS. Over the past several years, the program has 

been slowly and steadily growing. Three years ago, Vince Hammer, a parent volunteer, started to develop 

a Grade 8 boys’ basketball team with the support of teacher sponsor Paul Hardman. The following year, 

FKSS was able to field a Grade 8 team and the Jr boys played an exhibition game schedule. Last year, we 

had a strong Grade 8 team that finished second in the CVIAA league, and for the first time in several years, 

the Jr boys played in the competitive Jr boys’ league, winning two games and playing in three tournaments.  

 

This year, the boys’ basketball program fielded four teams: the Grade 8 team coached by Greg Launder, a 

Jr B boys team coached by Mark Reed and Jake Zaiss, a competitive Jr boys team coached by Mike Marshall 

and Colin Lang and a Sr boys team coached by Vince Hammer and ‘Uncle Daryl’. All these teams embodied 

the philosophy we espouse in our basketball program – to work hard to be the best we can be and to represent 

the school in a positive manner at all times. We look forward to continuing 

to develop the boys’ basketball program in the spring with workshops and 

regular scrimmages on Friday afternoons for the players. We are all 

looking forward to competing next year and improving. 

 

A special thank you to the FKSS PAC (Parent Advisory Council) for their 

support toward purchasing new uniforms this year – we looked great! 

The Whale’s Tale is 
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