
For complete information about the school, visit our website at fkss.sd79.bc.ca 
 

 
 

What’s Been Happening at Kelsey? 
 

Our school is attempting to be more aware of the struggles of people with 

disabilities and what might solve accessibility problems in our 

building. One issue that we can make a big difference in is the parking. It 

may be kids, parents or staff, but vehicles without tags must not park in 

our designated access accessible parking zones. The wheelchair ramps are 

next to those spots and people with needs rely on them. Further, our 

parking lots have become tight as we have grown. There have been 

instances of people double parking (taking up two spaces so someone 

cannot park next to them). We do not have room for this practice and it 

cannot occur. Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

For students interested in playing fantasy card games, a new lunchtime 

club has been formed, the Magic the Gathering Club. Come to room 127 

at lunch or for more information, see Mr. Cosford. A complete list of our 

clubs and activities can be found on our website under “Students & 

Parents.”  

 

Psychology students in Ms. Doman’s classes have focused on the 

connection between mind and body. Students explore Psychology's role 

in mental wellness, illness, the workplace and everyday living. By 

developing self-awareness, we discover who we are and how we fit into 

this world. As students explore a variety of topics, they will get a deeper 

understanding of human development and the relationships between self 

and society. The overall aim of this course is to have students seek, 

analyze, create, understand and discover while gaining a further 

appreciation of Psychological science. Currently, Grade 11 students are 

involved in designing their own experiments that tests one of the five 

main senses (Vision, Hearing, Smell, Taste and Touch). The Grade 12 

students are finishing up a Bullying Unit in which they are applying broad 

perspectives to behaviour from both an individual and cultural point of 

view. Both Grade 11 and 12 students are also working on Media Literacy 

as they synthesize, evaluate and personalize how media leverages our 

senses and influences us. 

Kelsey Calendar 

Monday, May 6 
Grade 8’s to new Advisor groups 

Whale’s Tale newsletter issued 

Tuesday, May 7  
Peer Tutors to Cairnsmore Lodge  

Wednesday, May 8 
6:30 pm – Incoming Grade 8 Parent 

Information Night in theatre 

7:00 pm – PAC meeting in library   

Friday, May 10  
TASK interviews for 2019/20 program 

10:30 am – Grade 12 “Walk Back to 

Elementary” 

Tuesday, May 14  

3:30 pm – Transportation Department 

Open House at FKSS 

7:00 pm – Dry Grad meeting in library  

Wednesday, May 15  

District Scholarship Presentations 

1:15 pm – Early Dismissal – Professional 

Learning Community  

Thursday, May 16  
Grade 8 Exploratory Cycle 7 begins 

12:30 pm – Interact Club Benefit Concert 

Friday, May 17  
Mini O Event  

Monday, May 20  
Victoria Day  

Tuesday, May 21  
6:00 pm – Arts for Awareness Mental 

Health Night in dome 

Wednesday, May 22  
Aboriginal Heritage Day  

6:00 pm – School Dance  

Thursday, May 23  
Grade 8 Author Visit 

Grad Games Laser Tag 

Wednesday, May 29 

Level 1 FoodSafe Course 

Friday, May 31  
4:00 pm – Gala Art Show for VIU Dual 

Credit Art 216 in dome  
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Students in Mrs. Robinson’s Creative Writing 12 are learning how to express their thoughts, emotions and 

feelings in a variety of ways. They are exploring poetry, short stories and fiction in an assortment of 

genres. Presently, they are completing original short stories to share with their peers. They are also in the 

planning stages of creating their own children's book. They are a highly imaginative, insightful group of 

young writers with incredible potential. Stay tuned! 

 

Mrs. Woodruff's Science 8 class has just finished a unit on atoms and the atomic theory. The students had 

the opportunity to do a project on their favourite element. It is hoped the projects will be displayed in the 

science laboratory as a giant periodic table where students can go to find information on different elements. 

Currently, the class is looking at the behaviour of light using flashlights and ray boxes. This includes 

reflection, refraction, absorption, transmission and scattering. The students are also looking at images 

formed by different lenses and mirrors as well as the effects of translucent, transparent and opaque objects. 

The class will then be moving on to optics. 

 

Team Kelsey had a great turnout this year for the 30th annual TC10K race in Victoria on Sunday, April 28. 

It was a great day for the race with fantastic weather that was sunny with no wind or rain. There was a total 

of almost 10,000 participants this year! Frances Kelsey fielded 13 runners/walkers in the race with a mix 

of students, teachers, EA’s and parents. For the second year in a row, our top student runner for the Kelsey 

team was Jeremie Juneau with a time of 52:42. Congratulations to all who participated this year and we are 

looking for more runners/walkers for next year. The race is open to all ages and abilities – see Mr. Launder 

or Mrs. Grymaloski for further information. 

 

To mark Safe Driving Awareness Day last week, the Mill Bay Fire Department, the RCMP and the 

Community Policing Program staged a mock car crash in our lower parking lot. Grade 11 and 12 students 

were called to the main gym shortly after the morning bell. They were told that what they were about to see 

was a simulation of a vehicle crash involving impaired or distracted driving. Anyone who did not want to 

experience this event could opt out. In the main gym, students heard a recorded dispatch call involving a 

vehicle crash. They were then directed to the lower parking lot where the RCMP, Mill Bay Fire Department 

and an ambulance attended the scene. Five Kelsey drama students played the part of injured occupants and 

one student acted as a fatality. There was a debrief at the end from the Mill Bay Fire Department. Later that 

day, Grade 11 and 12 students attended an assembly to hear from a speaker sponsored by ICBC who was 

severely injured in a crash. Overall this was a very good day to reinforce the consequences of impaired and 

distracted driving. 

 

Gamer's PE combines training in competitive eSports and martial arts. In the computer lab students explore 

what it takes to be competitive Starcraft II players. In the gym they work to improve stamina, strength, 

reaction times and game sense through rigorous training in boxing and wrestling principles. In both spaces 

they focus on the importance of goal setting, healthy choices and balance when striving to be one’s best. It 

is Mr. Heath’s goal to show students the overlap in strategy and training techniques between combat sports 

and competitive video games. The wrestling unit starts next week so students are excited to hang up the 

gloves and prepare their kneecaps!  

 

The science lab has been home to close to 200 salmon for the last two months and we're getting ready to 

say goodbye. As part of a program sponsored by Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and after a couple of snow 

delays, salmon eggs arrived here in late February and began to hatch over the next couple of weeks. They've 

been growing and thriving and are almost ready for release into Shawnigan-Mill Bay Creek. Mr. Parker’s 

Environmental Science 12 class have been monitoring water quality in the salmon tank and will do the 

same for the creek before releasing them. The day of release depends on the salmons' own development, 

but it should happen within the next week or so. 

 

A few weeks ago, Mr. Brewer and Ms. Zimmer's Pre-Calculus 11 classes completed a hands-on group  
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activity for the final assessment of their trigonometry unit. Using clues, compasses and their trigonometry 

skills, teams drew a map to get directions. They then followed their map to a location on the field to where 

there was another clue to be solved. They repeated the process until they had finished the challenges. 

 

From our PE department: if you are doing any spring cleaning, could you please check to see if you have 

any running and hiking shoes that you no longer need? There are quite a few students who cannot afford to 

buy either, and our supply of extra shoes is diminishing, especially in the men's shoe department.  

 

New Staff  
 

We welcome back Mr. Allard Ludwig who is with us until the end of the year replacing Mr. Kris Vopnfjord. 

We were also sorry to say good-bye to our Education Assistant, Ms. Mary Souter, who has returned to 

casual/on call status. In her place, we welcome Ms. Dorothy Littau. 

 

Scholarships and Bursaries  
 

By Kevin van der Linden, Vice-Principal  

 

Congratulations to all who have applied for the local awards! Scholarships and 

bursaries will be presented at an Awards Night on Wednesday, June 12th at Frances 

Kelsey School starting at 7:00 pm. Families of students are welcome to attend. If your 

son or daughter receives notification that he/she has won an Entrance Scholarship or 

bursary, please advise Mrs. Bonner so that these winners may be recognized at the 

Graduation Walk-up.  

 

Graduating students also have the opportunity to make a presentation for a District Scholarship. Information 

can be found at https://sd79.bc.ca/students/scholarships/districtauthority-scholarship/. Application 

packages were due to the Career Centre on April 30 and the presentation date is Wednesday, May 15 in the 

dome. Questions should be directed to Mr. van der Linden. 

 

Application forms for the following scholarships, which have deadlines in May and June, are available in 

the library filing cabinet:  

 

 Bayer Fund Opportunity Scholarship Program 

 Herman Rebneris Student Carpentry Award  

 

Dry Grad 
 

The next meeting of the Dry Grad committee is Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00 

pm in the library. For more information contact Nicole at 

nicole.mcewen@shaw.ca  

 

 

Frances Kelsey Parents Advisory Council  
 

Please join us at our next meeting on Wednesday, May 8 at 7:00 pm in the library. For more information 

contact Alison at 778-350-9305 or alisonjanedixon@shaw.ca  

 

https://sd79.bc.ca/students/scholarships/districtauthority-scholarship/
mailto:nicole.mcewen@shaw.ca
mailto:alisonjanedixon@shaw.ca
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Graduation Assessments Demystified 
 

By Kevin van der Linden, Vice-Principal  

 

There have been a few "tweaks" by the Ministry of Education on the assessments needed in order for 

students to meet the graduation requirements. To see which assessments need to be written, see the table 

below: 

 

If I’m currently in Grade 9…  

 In 2018/19 (Grade 9) – No provincial assessment 

 In 2019/20 (Grade 10) – Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment and Grade 10 Graduation 

Literacy Assessment 

 In 2020/21 (Grade 11) – No provincial assessment  

 In 2021/22 (Grade 12) – Grade 12 Graduation Literacy Assessment  

If I’m currently in Grade 10…  

 In 2018/19 (Grade 10) – Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment  

 In 2019/20 (Grade 11) – Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment (if not already written) 

 In 2020/21 (Grade 12) – Grade 12 Graduation Literacy Assessment  

If I’m currently in Grade 11…  

 In 2018/19 (Grade 11) – Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment (if not already written) 

 In 2019/20 (Grade 12) – Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment (if not already written) 

If I’m currently in Grade 12…  

 In 2018/19 (Grade 12) – Language Arts 12 provincial exam   

 In 2018/19 (Grade 12) – Grade 10 Graduation 

Numeracy Assessment (if not already written and 

if Math 10 provincial exam not written)  

Transportation Department 

Open House 
 

Tuesday, May 14, 3:30 – 5:30 at Frances Kelsey Secondary 

   

Wednesday, May 15, 3:30 – 5:30 at School Board Office 

2557 Beverly Street, Duncan 

 

All families and students new to busing are welcome to 

attend either of our open 

houses. Buses will be 

available for students and 

parents to tour, and staff 

will be on hand to help 

with new registrations and 

change form submissions. 

Light refreshments will be 

provided.  

The Whale’s Tale is 

distributed on the first 

Monday of each month, 

excluding holidays. Layout 

and written by Nancy 

Bonner, Library Assistant. 

Edited by staff and 

Administration. 

 


