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Goodbyes and Hellos  
 

By Mr. Jeff Rowan, Principal  
 

The end of the school year is fast approaching. It is always a time of mixed 

emotion as we feel both the excitement for, and loss of, our Grade 12 

students as they leave high school and enter the next phase of their lives. 

We will miss them. The same feeling goes out to all of the parents who 

have been with Frances Kelsey for a number of years, often with more 

than one child who has gone through the school. If this is your last child 

to be in the school system, you are also graduating from Frances Kelsey 

and we wish you the best! 

 

Special thanks to all of the parents who have worked to make graduation 

memorable for the students, be that via the graduation banquet or the dry 

grad events. Our PAC has also been a wonderful, supportive group of 

people with which to discuss school plans and issues, so thanks to all of 

you as well.  

 

We have also had a very active group of students who have worked hard 

to make Frances Kelsey a better school. Special thanks to our Student 

Parliament and Graduation Committee students. Your spirit and 

enthusiasm have been appreciated. 

 

The dedicated, skilled staff at Frances Kelsey has also been a pleasure to 

work with. Our teachers are going the extra mile to make sure the students 

are successful, both academically and personally. The Kelsey educational 

assistants, secretaries and custodians work hard to make the school a more 

positive place for our kids. Thank you to all staff for your work this year.  

 

We optimistically prepare for and look forward to meeting the students 

who will be with us as new Grade 8's next year. From all of us at Kelsey, 

best wishes as we move to the end of the year. 

 

 

 
 

Kelsey Calendar  
Monday, June 6  
Whale’s Tale newsletter issued  

Tuesday, June 7  
12:00 pm – Rock bands performance in theatre 

7:00 pm – PAC Zoom meeting 

Wednesday, June 8  
Annual Awards Day  

Families are welcome to attend 

10:15 am – School wide awards assembly 

7:00 pm – Grade 12 Scholarship and Bursary 

Evening 

Thursday, June 9  
11:45 am – Student Parliament year end event 

for whole school 

1:00 pm – Robert Munsch plays for 

elementary schools in theatre  

Friday, June 10  
Q Block – Grad games 

Saturday, June 11  
3:30 pm – Grade 12 Red Carpet Banquet/Dry 

Grad Party – see details page 6 

June 13 – 17 Literacy/Numeracy Assessment 

Window 

Tuesday, June 14  
10:30 am – Cap & Gown Practice #1 

7:00 pm – Rock bands parent performance in 

theatre 

Thursday, June 16  

2:00 pm – Cap & Gown Practice #2 

Friday, June 17  
Last day of regular classes  

6:30 pm – Formal graduation ceremony at 

FKSS 

Monday, June 20  
“I” Day 

June 21 and 22  
Non instructional days 

Thursday, June 23  
9:00 am – final report cards issued  

Friday, June 24  
Administrative Day  

Tuesday, September 6  
First day of school for Grade 8, 9 and new 

students only, with 3:15 dismissal  

Wednesday, September 7  
First day of classes for all students  

Friday, September 16 – Photo Day 
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What’s Been Happening at Kelsey?   
 

Congratulations to this year’s junior and senior girls’ soccer teams. After two years of no school soccer, it 

was fantastic to have the teams back on the pitch! Our junior team, which consisted largely of Grade 8 and 

9 players, had a strong season against teams made up of mostly Grade 10's. The team consistently improved 

as the season progressed, and continually put forward a solid effort. Well done, girls! The senior girls’ team, 

which consisted of players from Grades 9 through 12, had a very strong season losing only two games. 

After winning their league, the team continued on with strong showings in both the North Island and Island 

tournaments. Congratulations to all of the FKSS girls’ soccer players this year for acting as excellent 

ambassadors for both our school and community. Thanks to Mr. Achurch, Mrs. Butler and Mr. D. Hart for 

all of their work with the team. Also, all the best to our graduating players!   

 

Last week, Ms. Lorusso’s Environmental Science 11 class was joined by Ms. Blake's Painted Turtle clan 

from Mill Bay Nature School for a biodiversity study of the Bunny Trail. FKSS students demonstrated 

excellent leadership skills as they guided their younger partners through the scientific processes of 

observing, data collecting, and drawing conclusions based on evidence. The two groups look forward to 

future opportunities to collaborate. 

 

Literacy Intervention - this year, we as a school have been emphasizing our focus on literacy skills for our 

students. These skills will be in their toolbox for future learning and reading in their schooling. To help 

inform our intervention, we assessed all of our Grade 8 students using a tool to see the reader's capabilities 

in reading words out of context. From this, we formulated reading intervention plans for students to work 

with letter sounds, sounds in words, comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. The students appreciate the 

time to work in small groups or one on one with staff to practice these skills. This year, we have mapped 

out ways to approach this and are excited to see how it will evolve. Frances Kelsey looks forward to 

supporting our students in literacy excellence. 

 

Mr. Abbott’s Calculus 12 class had a field trip to the creek near the school. The goal of this field trip was 

to generate data in order to do some math calculations, which involved calculus. The students had to get 

their feet wet by measuring the depth of the creek at various spots. After collecting the data, they had to 

calculate the flow of the water in order to determine the number of homes that could be built in the vacant 

land across the road from the school. This project allows students to apply theoretical math to a real world 

situation. Students had to take into consideration various factors, such as Department of Fisheries 

regulations, water fluctuation levels due to global warming, farming, wildlife, etc., in order to come up with 

their house count. The students had a lot of fun doing some math in the great outdoors. Some students got 

a little wetter than others!  

 

A fine semester of the study of Canadian Law is winding down. Mr. Kelly’s Law 12 class has conducted a 

mock trial, debated capital punishment, and examined both criminal and civil law. The term's final weeks 

will see the study of units on Aboriginal Justice, Youth Justice and Law and the Media. Unfortunately, we 

were unable to make our annual field trip to the Victoria Law Courts due to pandemic restrictions. 

 

This year in Ms. Pryor’s Horticulture 10-12 class, there are 21 students who have been working hard around 

the school, and in particular, the garden beds. So far they have done some incredible work in the courtyard 

with the fish pond next to the dome. Students have cleaned up the pond; pulled weeds; trimmed and shaped 

the trees and bushes; not to mention reclaiming six feet of planting space near the foods room for planting 

food that can be harvested well into October. They have built terrariums, conducted a soil experiment, and 

attended sessions with guest speakers. Overall, it’s been a really successful semester in gardening class! 

 



Whale’s Tale V27/N8                                                                                                                                                  3 

 

It felt fun to have a school dance last week – the first one in many years! Tickets to our Spring Fling were 

sold out in advance, with 250 students attending. The dance was sponsored by Student Parliament, and 

music was provided by the live band, Something Obscure, made up of a group of students from the school. 

Thanks to those staff who volunteered, and special thanks to Ms. Baker and Mr. J. Hart, year-long sponsors.  

 

Mr. Grbavec's English, literary studies, and social studies classes have been busy with cross-curricular 

projects using our Frances Kelsey Learning Center and the assistance of Ms. Baker and Mrs. Bonner. They 

have been developing skills related to identifying credible sources, learning note-taking, and using 

technology, such as the 3D printer, to link research and produce thought-provoking projects. Stay tuned for 

more connections with Mrs. Butler's science and math classes!   

 

Indigenous Education – several students have again been involved in building projects at the school. They 

have replaced two damaged park benches with concrete seating platforms, covered with vinyl planks. They 

are also building a timber-frame covered area at the back of the school. Students experienced indoor 

climbing at the Hang-Out Climbing Centre in Duncan and will be travelling to Victoria to visit the Royal 

BC Museum, IMAX Theatre and Camosun College. Orange Shirt Day, Red Dress Day and the Moosehide 

Campaign were all observed by our school. Plans are underway to join Malahat members in a walk from 

Malahat Nation to Brentwood College, and to host Cowichan Tzinquaw Dancers at our school to celebrate 

National Indigenous Day. Various classes have welcomed presenters to teach knitting, make fry bread, 

learn the use of cedar, as well as Métis Studies in social justice, Socials 8 and woodwork. Students are made 

aware of extra supports available to them, as well as scholarships and bursaries upon graduation. 

 

Mr. Varro’s French 9 class has been completing a novel study. They have also been learning about food, 

and students are designing their own restaurants and menus for an end of year project.  

 

Ms. Dickson's Coast Salish 8 Exploratory welcomed knowledge keeper, Vicky Gravelle, to share 

perspectives on reconciliation and the Métis experience of Residential Schools. Rose Harry, from Malahat 

First Nation, led the class in making delicious fry bread. Her Science 10 students have been enjoying time 

in the Science Lab engaging in chemistry experiments and labs this month.  

 

Congratulations to those who participated in the recent BC Provincial Mountain Bike Championships in 

Langford: Eli Barron – 6th place in Senior Boys’ Cross Country; 1st place in Senior Boys’ Enduro and 

Overall Senior Boys’ Provincial Champion! Spencer van der Linden – 11th place in Senior Boys’ Cross 

Country; 6th place in Senior Boys’ Enduro. Joshua Balfour – 22nd place in Senior Boys’ Enduro. Oakley 

Charles – 36th place in Senior Boys’ Enduro. Andrew van der Linden – 11th place in Junior Boys’ Enduro. 

Matteo Thibault – 22nd place in Junior Boys’ Enduro. Sam Huck – 36th place in Junior Boys’ Cross Country; 

46th place in Junior Boys’ Enduro. Thanks to Mr. Niessen and Mr. J. Hart who acted as coach/sponsors. 

 

During Grad Spirit week, we recently celebrated Anything But a Bag Day, where the whole school was 

invited to participate by carrying their books in anything besides their backpack. We saw many creative 

alternatives, such as a child-sized mini shopping cart, a sink, a cat cave, a tower of drawers on wheels, and 

even a huge frying pan! That’s the spirit, Kelsey!  

 

Goodbyes to Staff  
 

Congratulations to Mr. Jeff Rowan who has accepted the position of Director of Inclusive Learning K-12 

at the School Board Office. After working at Kelsey as a social studies teacher and Department Head, Mr. 

Rowan advanced to administration at other schools in the Valley, then returned to FKSS as principal eight 

years ago. We appreciate the calming effect he has during upsetting, stressful situations and we were 
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grateful for his dedicated leadership during COVID. He will be deeply missed in many ways, including his 

hearty, trademark laugh! 

 

Sincere congratulations are also sent to the following staff who are retiring at the end of June: 

 

Ms. Carol May started at Kelsey in 1994 when part of the school was in portables at Bonner and part was 

at Cowichan Secondary. She was among the staff who helped open boxes and move the furniture over the 

weekend before we opened, then classes started Monday! Ms. May was our Science Department Head for 

many years and taught junior science and senior biology. For 20 years, she took students on West Coast 

Trail adventures. She says that she certainly enjoyed her 28 years with the staff and students, and will miss 

the people and the often frenetic energy of each day. We send Ms. May our best and know that she will 

enjoy many new adventures. 

 

Ms. Mary Kirchner began working at Kelsey 24 years ago as a Counsellor and a PE teacher coaching senior 

girls’ field hockey. She was pleased to continue the Peer Counselling program started by Janice Rose, and 

accepted an invitation to Japan in 2006 to give Peer Counselling training to teachers in Tokyo and 

Hiroshima. Now the Department Head of Student Services, Ms. Kirchner is proud to have developed our 

walking group, a PE class to support youth with anxiety or who may need an alternative to traditional PE. 

Ms. Kirchner also enjoyed developing our Mental Health Literacy program and training teachers to deliver 

the curriculum to students. We offer her our good wishes for a long and happy retirement.  

 

Mrs. Sue Robinson joined our staff 23 years ago, working in our Special Ed department; with the 

International program; as an English teacher; and as our current English Department Head. For years, Mrs. 

Robinson worked tirelessly organizing the formal grad banquets in Victoria. She started the annual Can 

Club toy drive for BC Children’s Hospital, and for years she co-ordinated many Christmas food drives and 

co-sponsored our Grad Council. We thank Mrs. Robinson for her dedicated service to the students of 

Frances Kelsey and hope that she enjoys her well-deserved retirement.  

 

We have big shoes to fill with the retirement of Mrs. Donna-Lynn Thompson. She joined our staff 16 years 

ago as a Home Economics teacher and continued the culinary arts program, selling nutritious lunches to the 

whole school at very economical prices. For years, Mrs. Thompson co-sponsored our Red Cross Club, and 

with others, she promoted the school’s partnership with Nourish Cowichan during COVID, making 

amazing meals for local families. She looks forward to volunteering as treasurer for Chemainus Classical 

Performances and Bibles for Missions. Although we are sad to see her go, Kelsey’s loss will be a gain for 

these organizations. 

 

Mr. John Evans joined the staff 14 years ago as our concert band teacher. He re-started the Kelsey choir, 

established our jazz band, and has also taught drafting. He has taken our band students on successful concert 

tours to California, Washington State, and Alberta. He arranged performances at many festivals and local 

schools. Mr. Evans takes away many happy memories and we thank him for his positive musical influence 

on many students. We wish him well in this new chapter of his life.   

 

Mrs. Nancy Bonner, our library clerk, has been at Frances Kelsey for 19 years. She has been the archivist 

of our school handling the important task of always updating our historical collection with anything 

concerning Dr. Kelsey and her legacy. Every year, she arranges interesting author visits for our Grade 8’s, 

and every month, she writes a lot of what you see in the Whale’s Tale lead article, What’s Been Happening 

at Kelsey? Mrs. Bonner is meticulously organized and our library, textbook, and laptop collection has 

benefitted from her attention to detail. She has a wonderfully welcoming presence for both our students and 

staff and we will miss her invaluable contribution and friendly personality. We wish her the best in her 

retirement as she heads out into her garden. 
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Ms. Nola Keller joined our staff nine years ago, working with students as an Education Assistant, and most 

recently as our science lab assistant. Because of her calm disposition, she handled her busy position very 

well. She was responsible for preparing the labs; providing supplies for classes; supporting the science 

teachers; and circulating textbooks and other resources for math and science. Ms. Keller looks forward to 

travelling, playing pickleball, and spending more time with her little grandson.  

 

Mrs. Sarah Middleton came to us nine years ago as an Education Assistant, when George Bonner Middle 

School merged with FKSS. Because of her gentle, caring nature, Mrs. Middleton has a knack that lends 

itself to working with our Indigenous and at-risk learners. Through the lunch program and breakfast cart, 

she has fed hundreds of our Kelsey kids. She has built positive and respectful relations with the Malahat 

Nation. Many of our Indigenous learners continue to interact and reach out to her, even after they have left 

FKSS. May she truly enjoy this new phase of her life. 

 

As at this time, several teachers will not be returning in September. We send our thanks to Mrs. Heather 

Boudreau, Ms. Ramona de Graaf, Ms. Natalie Dickson, Mr. Liam Edey, Mr. Matt Franko, Ms. Christine 

Hoffman, Mr. Curt Knippelberg, Mr. Mitch Knippelberg, Ms. Nicole Lorusso, Mr. Gregory Owen, Ms. 

Jenn Pryor, Mr. Brian Tattam, Mr. Brendan Varro and Ms. Sara Woodruff. 

 

Scholarships and Bursaries 
 

By Mr. Darren Hart, Acting Vice-Principal  

 
Frances Kelsey is having our Scholarship and Bursary Presentation night on 

Wednesday, June 8th at 7:00 pm in the gym. The local scholarships and bursaries 

will be presented that evening in a formal ceremony, followed by a reception in the 

dome with the award donors, students, parents, and staff. We again want to 

congratulate all those graduating students who applied for scholarships this year.   

 

If your student receives notification that they have won an entrance scholarship, 

non-local scholarship or bursary, or any award applied for independently of the school, please advise Mrs. 

Bonner (fksslibrary@sd79.bc.ca) so that the details may be recorded and these winners may be recognized. 

Although most of the scholarships and bursaries will be announced on the evening of the Presentation night, 

at the time of the writing of this article, the awards listed below have already been made public knowledge:  

Rosa Dowling-Eskelson VIU - Victoria Foundation Chinese-Canadian Community 

Scholarship 

$5,000 

Ryan Elzinga CUPE Local 358 600 

Molly Guttin-Lemieux CIBC VIU Entrance Award 500 

Meghan Lewthwaite CIBC Entrance Endowment Award 1,000 

Tiana Mather University of Victoria Entrance Scholarship 5,000 

Ruth Paulson CUPE Local 459 1,950 

Alayna Ross  Vancouver Island University President’s Dual Credit Entrance 

Scholarship 

 

1,000 

Sarah Smith Acadia University Entrance Scholarship 12,000 

A reminder that some other scholarships are still being offered through www.scholarshipscanada.com  For 

more information about any scholarship or bursary, please see Mr. D. Hart. All dates should be checked at 

each source’s site.  

 

Information regarding the following scholarships, which have deadlines in August, is available on the Grad 

2022 Team in the Non-Local Scholarship & Bursary channel:  
- Nelson Publishing Civic Leadership Scholarship           - Nelson Publishing Indigenous Student Scholarship 

mailto:fksslibrary@sd79.bc.ca
http://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
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Dry Grad 

 

With our Red Carpet & Dry Grad quickly approaching on June 11, our 

planning is well underway, our fundraising is complete, and our Grads are 

excited.  

 

On behalf of the Frances Kelsey Dry Grad Parent Committee, THANK 

YOU for your contributions and support to make this event memorable for 

our Grad Class of 2022.  

 

Saturday, June 11 
3:30 to 5:00 pm Red Carpet    Frances Kelsey Secondary School 

 Students arrive in their formal attire, by transportation of their choice 

 Family and friends welcome to attend 

4:45 pm  Group Grad Photo   Frances Kelsey Secondary School 

 All graduates to gather at front of school for group photo 

5:00 pm  Transportation to Arbutus Ridge 

 All graduates to be transported by school bus to venue  

(no personal transportation allowed) 

5:00 to 11:00 pm Dry Grad Event & Banquet               Arbutus Ridge Golf & Country Club 

 Closed event, graduating students only – NO GUESTS 

 Dinner, dancing, photo booth, casino tables, grad gifts and prizes 

11:00 pm   Parent Pick Up   Arbutus Ridge Golf & Country Club 

 Parents are responsible for collecting student(s) 

 

**A reminder to Grad Parents to complete the Permission Form for their Grad to attend Arbutus Ridge. 

Forms have been emailed home by Mr. Rowan. 

 

*We are looking for additional Grade 10 or 11 parents and students to assist with traffic control and end 

of event housekeeping for the Red Carpet. Great way for students to start earning their Service Hours. 

 

Please contact us at franceskelseydrygrad@gmail.com if you are able to help. Thank you! 

 

Frances Kelsey Parents Advisory Council  

 

By Ms. Lizzi Johnson, PAC President  

 

Hello all, 

 

It's been a busy time for the PAC as we reviewed the bursary applications. 

Every year, Frances Kelsey PAC is pleased to offer 10 x $500 bursaries. 

We had quite a few applications this year and it's always so hard to choose! 

Thank you to everyone who applied and we would like to take this 

opportunity to wish the graduates of 2022 all the very best for their future.  

 

We are squeezing in one final meeting during this school year on Tuesday, 

June 7th at 7:00 pm, via Zoom - as always, everyone is welcome. 

 

            continued page 7 

S 

PAC 
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mailto:franceskelseydrygrad@gmail.com
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We hope you all have a happy and safe summer. See you in 

September! 

 

With best wishes,  

Lizzi Johnson, PAC President 

 

 

 

Career Corner 
 

DUAL CREDIT  

Vancouver Island University (VIU) and Camosun College are offering exciting opportunities for the fall of 

2022 and spring of 2023: 

 Take a few university courses – tuition free and get dual credits! 

 Get your certification in a Trades Foundation/Level 1 program or a Health and Human Services 

certificate program – at a big reduction in tuition and get dual credits! 

VIU – See Courses and Programs for more information 

CAMOSUN COLLEGE  – See Courses and Programs for more information 

Book an appointment with FKSS Careers to apply.  Deadline to apply for 2022-2023 school year programs 

is June 10, 2022. 

Representatives from Work BC will be visiting FKSS on June 7th in the dome at 

lunch to share information on free Employment Services.  If you are graduating and 

don’t know what’s next, this is a great service to explore:  

https://workbc.ethoscmg.com/ 

Reminders: If you have applied for a student loan, make sure that you have your application in by the end 

of June so you can receive the funds you need by the time school starts. If you have accepted admission 

offers from more than one post-secondary school, make a firm decision on which school you will attend in 

the fall.  

 

Tip: To help you decide, evaluate what’s important to you, like location, weather, city, amenities, class 

sizes, programs offered, student services, graduate employment rates, etc. Review and ensure you meet 

requests for deposits, housing information, and other information relevant to you from the post-secondary 

school you will be attending. 

 

If you have completed dual credit courses, contact Camosun or VIU and send your transcript from those 

institutions to your selected post-secondary school so you can receive credit for those courses. 

 

Congratulations, high school graduate! Good luck on an exciting and successful future! 

 

Homestays Needed for International  

High School Students  
 

If you are an active family interested in hosting 

an international student from Europe and around 

the world, contact us! Short term (3 months) and 

longer term stays (5 months or 10 months) are needed. Remuneration of 

$900 per month. Call Brenda at 250 510-1436 or email 

blanglois@sd79.bc.ca  

FKPAC 

Please join us at our next meeting on 

Tuesday, June 7 at 7:00 pm via 

Zoom. Details will be emailed  

and posted on Facebook. 

For more information, please  

contact ljhog80@gmail.com 

 

The Whale’s Tale is 

distributed on the first 

Monday of each month, 

excluding September, 

April and holidays. 

Designed and written by 

Nancy Bonner, Library 

Assistant. Edited by staff 

and Administration. 

 

https://www.viu.ca/dual-credit/course-offerings
https://camosun.ca/programs-courses/dual-credit/pathways-students
https://workbc.ethoscmg.com/
mailto:blanglois@sd79.bc.ca
mailto:ljhog80@gmail.com
mailto:ljhog80@gmail.com

