
Finding Information Online



Starter Discussion

How would you find the answers to the 
following questions?

● Who has scored the most points in 
basketball?

● Which song has been streamed the most?
● What’s the coldest temperature ever 

recorded on earth?



Google — 25 Years in Search: The Most Searched

Google is celebrating the most searched figures and moments in 25 years of Google Search. From BTS to Taylor Swift, see the moments that have changed the world and inspired the next generation to come. Explore more at 
https://trends.google.com/trends/yis/2023/GLOBAL/

#YearinSearch 

Audio described version here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqduXftWeEE

Music by:
U2 “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For”
Beyoncé “Crazy in Love”
Taylor Swift “Wildest Dreams (Taylor's Version)”
Tina Turner “The Best”
Composers: Marcel Neumann, Simon Heeger, Christian Vorländer, Hermann Schepetkov
Additional Vocals: United Voices Chicago, Hugh O‘Neil
Music Producer: Lukas Lehmann
Executive Music Producer: Simon Heeger
Music production company: 2WEI Music
Sfx  Mix: Marcel Neumann

Footage courtesy of:
Major League Baseball footage used with permission of Major League Baseball. All rights reserved.
SPIDER-MAN: INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE © 2018 Sony Pictures Animation Inc. All Rights Reserved. Courtesy of Sony Pictures Animation
MARVEL and all related character names: ©  TM 2023 MARVEL
“BARBIE®” and associated trademarks and trade dress are owned by and used with permission of Mattel, Inc. © 2023 Mattel, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Footage provided by Veritone
Getty Images
BBC Motion Gallery/Getty Images 
NASA
Max Headroom CREATED BY ROCKY MORTON, ANNABEL JANKEL AND GEORGE STONE 
Scripps National Spelling Bee, all rights reserved
The White Helmets
Associated Press
KGO-TV/ABC7
The Footage Company
© 2023 Viacom Media Networks, a division of Viacom International Inc. All Rights Reserved
© Henri Calderon for Colossal
French Tennis Federation
USTA
CBS News
NCAA
Thanks to © Red Bull Media House
Dick Clark Productions
Courtesy to FIFA
Footage provided by IMG Archive
The Pokémon Company International
TB12 Sports 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KtWfp0UopM


How Search Engines Work

Learn about the major components of a Google search engine results page.

Visit https://www.ctrl-f.ca for more information and resources.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86YTKhQDIn0


Your Google search engine 
results page (SERP) will look 
different depending on 
what you search for, when 
you search for it, and what’s 
happening in the world

Google Searches



Here’s an 
example of 
results of a 
search for “pizza”

What are the 
different parts of 
the search 
results?



Ads

Ads have the 
word “sponsored” 
next to them

They show up at 
the top of the 
results because 
companies pay 
money to put 
them there



Knowledge 
Panel

Gives you quick 
information 
about a topic

Often from 
Wikipedia



Images and Maps

Buttons at the top 
can show you 
different types of 
results as well as 
terms you can use 
to refine your 
search

These can be in a 
different order, 
depending on your 
search



Not all SERPs look the same

Your search results can 
have different parts, 
depending on what you 
searched for

Let’s search for “when was 
pizza invented” to see what 
shows up



Snippet

Short amount of 
text that gives a 
summary of a 
subject or a quick 
answer to a 
question



AI Overview

A summary of a 
topic or answer to 
a question 
provided by 
Google’s AI 
chatbot

Be careful! These 
answers are not 
always accurate!



People also ask

Examples of 
questions other 
people have 
asked that are 
similar to yours



Examples of 
searches other 
people have 
made that are 
similar to yours

You might need 
to scroll down to 
find them!

Related Searches



Different searches 
can produce search 
results pages with 
different elements

Try out different 
searches and see what 
you get!



Searching With AI



In 2025, Google introduced AI Mode

Now, regular search results are under “All”, and 
AI Mode takes you to a chatbot

AI Mode



AI Mode gives you 
information about your 
search and allows you 
to interact with a 
chatbot

Make sure to follow links 
and double-check 
anything AI creates!

AI Mode



AI overviews are summaries 
of a topic or answers to 
questions, created by 
Google’s AI chatbot

They sometimes show up at 
the top of Google search 
results (but not always)

Using AI Overviews



AI overviews often 
have link icons:

You can click on these to 
find links to websites with 
more information

Using AI Overviews



What is the most trafficked animal in the world?



Why do we have daylight savings time?

Long AI overviews will have 
links for each section

Click to find more information 
about that section



What causes hiccups?

This is for informational purposes only. For medical advice or diagnosis, 

consult a professional. AI responses may include mistakes.

AI overviews give you a warning that it can include 
mistakes, so it’s important to check that the information 
is true!



In 2024, Google’s AI overview 
told people to glue their 
cheese to their pizza if it 
wasn’t sticking

The AI took this information 
from a Reddit post which 
was written as a joke

Google has now fixed this 
mistake, but new mistakes 
pop up now and then…

AI Mistakes



In 2025, Google’s AI overview would 
tell you where made-up sayings and 
phrases came from

The AI assumes there must be an 
answer, so when it can’t find one it 
might just make one up

AI Mistakes
You can’t lick a badger twice meaning Not a real saying!



Discuss

● Should you trust what an AI overview 
says when you do a search? Why or 
why not?

● What are some things you could do to 
make sure that what an AI overview is 
saying is true?
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